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FRIDAY / BREEDERS' CUP JUVENILE

Hughes looks the part. At what
price?

Keeneland | October 30, 2026 | $2 million | Grade 1 | 1 1/16 miles, dirt | Two-year-old colts & geldings

DTL Crew, Hughes is the one to beat. Unfortunately, the betting public may have noticed. We
want 2-1; if he turns up odds-on, we will look at Coach Pope's price instead. Mark will
announce his selection shortly after the winner's photograph.

WIN SELECTION VALUE ALTERNATIVE SHORT-PRICE DOUBT

Hughes / 2-1 or better Coach Pope / 10-1 or better American History / 3-1 or less

Pre-entry sample, revised October 18, 2026. Selections retain the October 17 research view. Prices are our minimums, not current odds.
Final runners, draw and pace can change the bet.

A favourite worth respecting. A price worth waiting for.
Four of the last ten winners went off at double-figure odds. There is enough in that record to give the beaten prep
horses a proper hearing. Hughes remains our first choice, but Coach Pope could be the better bet at the prices. The
disagreement starts when the odds go up. Until then, even this operation can manage a little harmony.

The last ten winners

Year Winner Odds Final prep / finish

2025 Ted Noffey* 0.8-1 Breeders' Futurity / 1

2024 Citizen Bull 15.9-1 American Pharoah / 1

2023 Fierceness 16.5-1 Champagne / 7

2022 Forte 5.02-1 Breeders' Futurity / 1

2021 Corniche* 1.4-1 American Pharoah / 1

2020 Essential Quality 3.7-1 Breeders' Futurity / 1

2019 Storm the Court 45.9-1 American Pharoah / 3

2018 Game Winner* 1-1 American Pharoah / 1

2017 Good Magic 11.5-1 Champagne / 2

2016 Classic Empire 4.5-1 Breeders' Futurity / 1

* Winning wagering favourite. Final US win-pool odds, expressed as net odds rather than $2 returns. The window is 2016-2025; every
statistic on the next page uses these ten races unless another period is shown.

The lesson from the beaten prep horses
Good Magic was second in the Champagne, Storm the Court third in the American Pharoah and Fierceness seventh
in the Champagne. All three won here. Before binning a beaten horse, ask what could change: pace, trip or
performance. We need a racing reason for forgiving the defeat. Mark's usual appeal against the result will not do.

History: Official Breeders' Cup statistics archive. Race conditions: Official championship schedule. The full Research Edition contains the underlying
results ledger.

https://stats.breederscup.com/
https://members.breederscup.com/Championships/RaceSchedule
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THE NUMBERS / 2016-2025

The homework. Yes, there is a table.
Ten-year results, recent comparisons and all three previous Keeneland Juveniles

Measure 2016-2025 2016-2020 2021-2025

Winning favourites 3/10 (30%) 1/5 (20%) 2/5 (40%)

Winners at 10-1 or bigger 4/10 (40%) 2/5 (40%) 2/5 (40%)

Won final prep 7/10 (70%) 3/5 (60%) 4/5 (80%)

Top three in final prep 9/10 (90%) 5/5 (100%) 4/5 (80%)

Median winning odds 4.76-1 4.50-1 5.02-1

Mean winning odds 10.62-1 13.32-1 7.92-1

Storm the Court at 45.9-1 drags the average up; the median is a better guide to the middle result. Favourites improved by one winner in
the latest five. Mark would call that a system. We would like a few more races.

Winning-price band Count Share of winners

Below 3-1 3/10 30%

3-1 to below 10-1 3/10 30%

10-1 or bigger 4/10 40%

The prep races and the barns

Final prep Juvenile winners Won that prep

Breeders' Futurity 4/10 4/4

American Pharoah 4/10 3/4

Champagne 2/10 0/2

Baffert and Pletcher supplied three winners each; Cox, Eurton, Brown and Casse had one apiece. Six of ten came
from two barns. That is a share of the winners, not a trainer strike rate. For that, we need every starter. Frank's
spreadsheet does insist on counting the losers as well.

Keeneland: three runnings, three beaten favourites

Year Winner / odds Final prep

2015 Nyquist / 4.7-1 Frontrunner / won

2020 Essential Quality / 3.7-1 Breeders' Futurity / won

2022 Forte / 5.02-1 Breeders' Futurity / won

All three had won their prep; two came through Keeneland's Breeders' Futurity. The winning prices ran from 3.7-1 to
5.02-1, with a 4.7-1 median. That is useful background for comparing the local form with Hughes, but three races
cannot establish a dependable track angle.

Counts are calculated from the package ledger and Official Breeders' Cup statistics archive. These overlapping samples describe past winners; they
do not supply a profitable system, draw bias or the win rate of every horse fitting a trend.

https://stats.breederscup.com/
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DTL RACE DESK / THE VISUAL READ

The picture before the ticket.
Frank brought the figures. Ciaran wants a price. Mark is waiting for the replay.

01  /  WHAT PRICE DID THE WINNER START?
Juvenile, 2016-2025  |  Gold = 10-1 or bigger  |  4 of 10 winners
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Final win odds (to 1). One 45.9-1 winner lifts the mean to 10.62-1;
the median is 4.76-1. A big price still needs a credible racing case.

02  /  THE ROUTE TO THE WINNER'S CIRCLE
Final prep of the ten winners  |  Navy = won prep; gold = beaten in prep

Breeders' Futurity 4/10 winners

American Pharoah 4/10 winners

Champagne 2/10 winners

0 1 2 3 4

Counts of winners, not the win rate of all runners from each prep.

03  /  KEENELAND: THREE RESULTS, NOT A SYSTEM

2015  Nyquist 4.7-1

2020  Essential Quality 3.7-1

2022  Forte 5.02-1

Keeneland bars start at zero and share a 0-6 odds scale. All three winners won their final prep; none was the favourite. The 2015 result
is outside the ten-year sample above.

HUGHES

2-1+
First choice, if the final

field and preparation hold.

COACH POPE

10-1+
Alternative only with a

less demanding early pace.

NEITHER QUALIFIES

PASS
Keep the ordinary stake.

BCBC: check obligations.

Weather and dirt: official annual reviews for the Juvenile day (not exact race time): 2016 / 2017 / 2018 / 2019 / 2020 / 2021 / 2022 / 2023 / 2024 /
2025. Churchill D. = Churchill Downs. Prices: Official Breeders' Cup statistics archive. Price gates are provisional judgments, not live odds or a
probability model.

https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=43
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=44
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=41
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=45
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=46
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=47
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=48
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=49
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=50
https://stats.breederscup.com/bcosShowDocument.cfm?id=51
https://stats.breederscup.com/
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THE RUNNERS / OUR EARLY VIEW

Who we like. Who we want paid to like.
Four contenders from the write-up | A working shortlist, not the final field

Hughes - first choice, with a price limit
Four starts, four wins, and a six-length American Pharoah victory when he tried two turns. Santa Anita reported a
100 Beyer, against 85 for American History's Breeders' Futurity. That 15-point gap is a sound reason to put Hughes
first. It is not a forecast of the margin at Keeneland. [1]

He has answered the distance question well enough to head our list. Now we need the draw and a look at how he
handles Keeneland. 2-1 or better is the win-bet line. Shorter than that, we can admire him without buying a ticket.
Mark regards this as an unusual arrangement.

Coach Pope - the one to revisit
He helped force the pace in the Breeders' Futurity and finished second. Keeneland's report has the leaders going
:23.52, :46.54 and 1:10.52. A quieter first half could give him a better chance of seeing the race out. [2]

Give us 10-1 or bigger and a less crowded argument for the lead, and we are interested. Give him another early
fight and the old excuse becomes this week's problem. We can make a case for reversing the form with American
History; beating Hughes still asks a good deal more.

American History - respect the win, examine the setup
He caught the two pace rivals and won the local prep by a length. [2] A perfectly good way to win a race: let the other
two conduct the argument and collect at the end. The question is whether they volunteer for the same job at the
Breeders' Cup.

At 3-1 or shorter, we would be against him if the final field points to a steadier pace. Give him another genuine
contest up front and that view changes. His course win matters, but it should not stop us asking how the race was
run.

Q B Rocket - keep him underneath for now
He was part of that early contest and finished a neck behind Coach Pope in third. [2] A less demanding trip might
help, but we prefer Coach Pope of the pair. Q B Rocket stays in the wider trifecta discussion rather than becoming a
win selection just because he had a difficult pace to deal with.

Off the working list: U. S. S. Valor. Santa Anita reported on October 4 that his owner had ruled out the Juvenile.
Recheck participation before using any ticket. [1]

MARK'S ENSIGHT
Frank needs a spreadsheet, Ciaran needs a price, and I need someone to

remember I liked the winner. We all have our process.

[1] Santa Anita stable notes, October 4, 2026. [2] Keeneland stakes report, October 3, 2026. Facts above come from those reports; the rankings and
price limits are our analysis. We have not claimed first-hand workout or paddock observations.

https://www.santaanita.com/news/santa-anita-stable-notes-sunday-oct-4-2026/
https://www.keeneland.com/media/news/rhetorical-defends-title-powerful-victory-125-million-coolmore-turf-mile-fall-stars
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THE BETS / ORDINARY WEEKEND PLAY

The ticket. Not the entire betting menu.
Keep the selection, the price and the stake together

Hughes at 2-1 or better is the main win idea. Coach Pope at 10-1 or better is the alternative
if the pace works. We do not have to back both. If neither qualifies, we can watch. Mark has
lodged an objection; the betting budget has overruled him.

Small-ticket examples

Bet Ticket Cost

Exacta $2 Hughes > Coach Pope; $1 Coach Pope > Hughes $3

Trifecta / $0.50 H,P / H,P,A / H,P,A,Q $4

H = Hughes; P = Coach Pope; A = American History; Q = Q B Rocket. The exacta needs the first two in order. The trifecta needs the first
three in order.

Eight valid trifecta orders: H-P-A, H-P-Q, H-A-P, H-A-Q, P-H-A, P-H-Q, P-A-H, P-A-Q. At $0.50 each, the total is $4. No horse is
repeated within a finishing order.

The exacta puts more on Hughes beating Coach Pope than the reverse. The trifecta adds coverage underneath. We
still need the likely return to justify the ticket. Adding horses until we feel better is how a small opinion develops a
large invoice.

Where the Juvenile sits in our weekend plans

Weekend cap Juvenile allocation Race total

$100 $16 Hughes win + $2 Hughes > Coach Pope $18

$250 $30 Hughes win + $6 Hughes > Coach Pope $36

$500 $60 Hughes win + $12 Hughes > Coach Pope $72

Choose one weekend plan. Hughes still needs 2-1 for the win bet; assess the exacta separately. These rows replace
the small-ticket examples above. They are not extras. Cancelled bets stay in the pocket, where they are doing a
perfectly respectable job.

What could change our mind
A scratch that changes the early pace could move Coach Pope or American History up or down. An awkward draw
or disappointing preparation could change the view of Hughes. Track condition matters too. The next step is to
compare the actual runners once the entries and draw are settled.

The ordinary weekend plans leave 20% uncommitted. That reserve policy is not a BCBC plan. Contest players have
turnover and race-count requirements, covered on the next page.

Final entries, betting interests, scratches and event minimums must be checked before use. Tote prices can move after a bet is placed.
Our price limits are judgments, not calibrated probabilities. Betting involves risk; no return is guaranteed.

This sample accompanies the $29 Double Trouble Live Research Edition: analysis of all 14 championships, the Keeneland
guide and weekend betting plans. The paid download is a dated research product; live coverage and future updates are not
included.
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BCBC / BREEDERS' CUP BETTING CHALLENGE

BCBC: a plan before the leaderboard panic.
Provisional choice: Hughes | Bigger-price alternative: Coach Pope | One race within a two-day plan

Hughes at 2-1 or better is our first BCBC choice: a $600 win-bet example, subject to the
final field and preparation. If he is too short, Coach Pope at 10-1 with a workable pace is the
alternative. Choose one, or pass if the remaining contest schedule allows. Mark's plan to
select both winners afterwards is not an available wager.

Your position How we would approach this race

In contention Prefer Hughes at the price. No need to invent a longshot to be different.

Need a larger return Consider Coach Pope at 10-1+ only if the pace case holds. Keep the example stake at $600; do not
raise it to recover losses.

Prices or setup wrong Use another qualifying race if the remaining schedule allows. Track outstanding minimums before
passing.

What the same $600 stake can return

Illustration Gross return if won Net profit Bankroll after win

Hughes / 2-1 $1,800 $1,200 $8,700

Coach Pope / 10-1 $6,600 $6,000 $13,500

Assumes $7,500 immediately before this one bet, exact final odds, and no other wagers or withholding. A loss leaves $6,900 in either
case. These are arithmetic examples, not forecasts of the leaderboard.

Coach Pope offers more upside for the same stake, but we rate him less likely to win. We do not know how many
contestants will use either horse. Being behind on the leaderboard does not make him faster. Keep the racing case
intact and the stake within the plan.

The published 2026 format
The $10,000 buy-in comprises a $7,500 betting bankroll and $2,500 entry fee. At least $600 must be wagered on each of three Friday
championships and seven Saturday championships. Total wagering must reach $7,500. Allowed bets are win, place, show, exacta,
trifecta and Daily Double; a double counts toward a race minimum only when its first leg is a championship race. [3]

Ten $600 race minimums total $6,000, leaving at least $1,500 additional turnover to plan. A $600 Juvenile bet covers one qualifying
race, not the full Friday requirement. Keep sufficient funds for the remaining obligations. Turnover means money wagered cumulatively,
not a requirement to finish with an empty account.

We would keep this sample play simple with a win bet. The wider package's Pick 5 examples are not BCBC wagers. Before passing,
increasing a stake or playing an exotic, check the current balance, completed minimums, remaining races and the current official rules.

[3] Format checked October 18 against Xpressbet: 2026 BCBC format. Breeders' Cup: official BCBC rules governs participation. Confirm the current
rules and your platform conditions before playing; this is a selection guide, not a complete rules summary.

DOUBLE TROUBLE LIVE / markgelding.com / Revised October 18, 2026. Independent analysis; not affiliated with or endorsed by the BCBC.

https://www.xpressbet.com/bcbc-2026
https://www.breederscup.com/bcbc/rules
https://markgelding.com/

